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scrupulous and uncandid in defence of their class-
interests and prerogatives; and when, above all, their
lives are not such as to command respect, to say
nothing worse, is it wonderful that truths that rest on
no better evidence than the witness of such a class
should be ignored or denied ? A theologian will
discern between the trafficking devotions which the
priest, qua man, inculcates, and the duties and doctrines
which he imposes in the Church's name. But will
the layman stop to distinguish? Will he not justly
say that, as a class, the priests are not trustworthy ?

3. LIMITS OF AUTHORITY

One strong and right conviction of Protestantism
and Quakerism is that the necessaries of our spiritual
life should be such as it is not in the power of man
to take from us; that our peace and its foundations
should be such as the world can neither give nor take
away. If sacraments can be given and withdrawn
capriciously by ecclesiastical authorities, at the sug-
gestion of any irritated theologian or other mischievous
person, is it not better to learn to do without them, and
to exclude them from the reliable building-materials of
our spiritual edifice ?

Needless to say, no man has any true power to cut
off from another what he believes to be the supplies
of eternal life and the medicine of his moral infirmities.
Consistently with the whole practice of interdicts, the
Roman Church should forbid or invalidate our prayers ;
and, no doubt, does so equivalently in her solemn curses
and anathemas. Still, if we accept, as we must, the
social idea of a religion, we cannot but be dependent